SWEGLE
ELEMENTARY

OCTOBER 2017

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
We have had a great start to the school year! From memorizing
the alphabet to practicing metric conversions, students are well
into their learning for the year.
Many of you were able to attend our first Parent Information
Night, and so heard from your student’s teacher the importance
of reading at home. Reading at home for just 20 minutes a day
will make a difference in your student’s education.
Nationally, students who read as well or better than 90% of their
peers read for 20 minutes or more per day. By reading for just 20
minutes per day, students and are exposed to 1.8 million words
per year, and this exposure leads to improved academic success
and improved brain development.
You can learn more about the power of reading by talking to your
student’s teacher and by watching these YouTube videos.
Does Reading Make You Smarter: https://youtu.be/
lF6VKmMVWEc

Why Reading Matters: https://youtu.be/QdwFFFBCPzw

SWEGLE ELEMENTARY
1751 AGUILAS COURT NE
SALEM OR 97301
503-399-3191

OFFICE HOURS
7:30AM—4:00PM

SCHOOL HOURS
8:10A M—2:50 PM

We appreciate your partnership in your student’s learning.
Suzanne West, Principal

NO SCHOOL OCTOBER 13

SCHOOL WEBSITE:
http://
swegle.salemkeizer.net/

JOG-A-THON: 12 OCTOBER
Instructions for the event were recently sent home with
your student(s). Please read this information carefully so
you know how to support your student and our School for
this important event.
The Jog-a-Thon is our largest fundraiser of the year, and
the monies we raise from the event will be used to support
students in many ways, including additional classroom resources.
If you need additional information about the Jog-a-Thon
please contact our main office at 503-399-3191.
WE THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
We collect Box Tops! Send clipped Box tops to school with your
student.

FOLLOW SALEM
KEIZER PUBLIC
SCHOOLS ON
FACEBOOK &
TWITTER

https://
www.facebook.com
/salemkeizerschools
https://twitter.com/
salemkeizer
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HALLOWEEN
Halloween is on a Tuesday this year, and students are allowed to
wear their costumes to school. To ensure students have a good day
and remain safe, please ensure your student’s costumes meet these
guidelines:


Wear shoes appropriate for PE



No masks or full face paint



Hat are okay



No capes

HALLOWEEN SAFETY
Halloween is traditionally a fun night full of friends and candy. We
want to remind you of a few safety tips so that you and your children
have a great evening. You can find more of these tips at https://
www.safekids.org/tip/halloween-safety-tips.


Teach your children to walk safely by following traffic signals
and looking for cars before crossing the street.



Ensure your child’s costume has reflectors or that your child carries a flashlight.



Trick or treat with your children.



Drive extra safely on Halloween. Children will be excited and
may not watch for traffic.



Teach your children to approach only those homes that are welllit, with a porchlight that is turned on.



Teach your children to only eat candy in its original packaging.
And, most importantly, enjoy the evening with your children.

Volunteers and community partners play
an important role in
Salem-Keizer Public
Schools. Each day in
every school, volunteers support and encourage staff and students, take an active
role in helping every
student achieve.
Through their contributions of time, energy,
inspiration and expertise, volunteers often
report they receive
more than they give.

Anyone may apply to
become a volunteer.
Before taking part in a
volunteer activity, applicants must complete
a criminal history
check.

Please visit
www.salemkeizer.org
and click on the volunteer link at the top of
the page to learn more.
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SCHOOL
MESSENGER
At the start of each
school year, information
from student registration
forms is input into the
student information database.
SchoolMessenger, the
system the district uses
to send out phone notification to parents, receives updated information from this database once each day.
It is very important that
parents keep their contact information current.
Be sure to let your
school office know if you
have a new address,
email or phone number.
The parent or guardian
marked as the primary
contact in the student
information system will
receive automated communication.
Messages will also be
sent to the student’s
home phone number
contained in the database, if different from the
primary contact phone
number.

SCHOOL BOARD MAKES
PROGRESS ON BOND MEASURE
Members of the Salem-Keizer School Board are planning a general obligation bond measure for the May 2018 ballot. The proposed bond would address critical facility needs in nearly all schools and support buildings in our
district.
The proposed bond would:
Construct additional space to address capacity issues, relieve overcrowding and address future enrollment growth.
Make seismic upgrades at schools rated very high risk for collapse in the
event of a large earthquake.
Make safety and security improvements district-wide such as upgrading
electronic badge access systems and relocating front office spaces
for better visibility and control over who enters and exits school
buildings.
Construct new Career-Technical/vocational education classrooms at all
high schools to expand programs such as engineering, science and
technology.
Expand and construct additional space at all six of the district’s traditional high schools to increase capacity from around 1,600 students
to up to 2,200 students.
Make improvements to existing school buildings such as painting the
exterior, sealing masonry walls, replacing roofs, etc.
Address equity issues across the district, such as access to technology
and science programs.
The list of needed improvements came from a two-year planning process to
create a Long Range Facility Plan (LRFP). A group of community members
from Salem and Keizer served on the Citizens Facilities Task Force and reviewed every page of the LRFP. The total amount of work needed is estimated at $620 million and far exceeds what the district can afford to pay from
the general fund. The Task Force recommended that the School Board pursue a general obligation bond to fund the work.
The proposed bond package is not yet final. The Board will continue to discuss the bond over the next several weeks. Follow the development of the
bond package on the district website: www.salemkeizer.org.
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IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES
12 October: Jog-a-Thon
12 October: African American/Black Student District Forum


6:00 pm, Chemeketa Community College, 4000 Lancaster Drive NE, Building 2 Student Center

13 October: No school
31 October: Halloween

For emergency messages regarding school closures or delays, please visit http://
www.salemkeizer.org/about/emergency-school-closures-and-delays.

TOOLBOX
The Breathing Tool
Many of us have learned that when we are upset, a deep cleansing
breath helps us calm ourselves so we can approach a situation from
a new perspective. Our students are learning to do this same thing
with the use of the Breathing Tool.
You can help student learn to use breathing as a tool by reminding
your student to use this tool during times of conflict or frustration. It
is especially powerful if you demonstrate for your student how to
use breathing as a calming tool. It is much easier to resolve conflicts
when everyone is calm.
When learned well, the Breathing Tool cam become a lifetime strategy for dealing calmly with life’s challenges.
You are the most important teacher in your student’s life, and we
invite you to help them make this practice a regular part of his or her
life.
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