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MESSAGE FROM PRINCIPAL WEST
As we enter into this holiday season, I encourage all Swegle families to find moments of happiness with each other. Simple
things can carry great meaning and build happy, long-lasting
memories. Following are some examples of free or inexpensive
activities you can do with your student.
 Take a family walk.
 Splash through puddles.
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 Read a book.

SALEM OR 97301

 Bake cookies.

503-399-3191

 Start a new family tradition.

OFFICE HOURS

 Share a happy memory.

7:30AM—4:00PM

 Play a board or card game as a family.
SCHOOL HOURS

 Color a picture together.

8:10AM—2:50PM

 Take a nature walk and look for cool bugs.

The holidays come and go quickly. My hope is that you take advantage of every moment you have with your student to create
happy memories.
Suzanne West, principal

SCHOOL WEBSITE:
http://
swegle.salemkeizer.net/

December 18 - January 1
WINTER BREAK
January 15 & January 26
We collect Box Tops! Send clipped Box tops to school with your
student.

FOLLOW SALEM
KEIZER PUBLIC
SCHOOLS ON
FACEBOOK &
TWITTER

https://
www.facebook.com
/salemkeizerschools
https://twitter.com/
salemkeizer

WINTER WEATHER
IN THE EVENT OF BAD WEATHER, DISTRICT OFFICIALS WILL MAKE THE DECISION BY 5:15 A.M. THAT DAY TO CLOSE ALL OR SELECTED SCHOOLS, OR
TO DELAY THE START OF SCHOOL.
IF SCHOOLS ARE CLOSED OR START TIMES ARE DELAYED, ALL STUDENTS
AND STAFF WILL GET A RECORDED MESSAGE TO THE PHONE NUMBER ON
RECORD WITH THE DISTRICT. THIS MESSAGE WILL TELL YOU ABOUT
SCHOOL CANCELLATION, DELAY TO START TIMES, OR DISTRICT CLOSURE.
CALLS BEGIN GOING OUT AT 6 A.M. MAKE SURE YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION IS UP TO DATE. FAMILIES WHO NEED TO UPDATE THEIR PHONE
NUMBER SHOULD CONTACT THEIR SCHOOL.
YOU CAN ALSO VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT HTTP://WWW.SALEMKEIZER.ORG/
AND CLICK ON EMERGENCY CLOSURES/DELAYS AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE.
IF NO ANNOUNCEMENT IS MADE IT'S SAFE TO ASSUME THAT THE DISTRICT IS OPERATING AS USUAL.
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LISTENING TOOL
We listen to get information about others, to learn, and for enjoyment. But how
much do we really hear? Do we really hear and understand others? How often do
we really listen to ourselves and our own wants or needs?
The Listening Tool highlights the importance of accurately reading the signals
and words of others, and paying attention to the information within us (What’s
going on within me right now?). We listen “with our ears, our eyes, and our
hearts.” With eyes on the speaker, body language may help us pick up what is unspoken. Remembering to use our heart allows us to notice what the other person
is feeling and to empathize with what we would feel if we stood in someone else’s
shoes.
Listening actively means we are committed to really understanding what our child
is trying to communicate—beneath the presenting words, tone of voice, volume,
or behavior. When people are in conflict, one of the most common statements
made is that they do not feel heard. When the Listening Tool is practiced, good
will is fostered and understanding becomes easier.

Volunteers and community partners play
an important role in
Salem-Keizer Public
Schools. Each day in
every school, volunteers support and encourage staff and students, take an active
role in helping every
student achieve.
Through their contributions of time, energy,
inspiration and expertise, volunteers often
report they receive
more than they give.

Anyone may apply to
become a volunteer.
Before taking part in a
volunteer activity, applicants must complete
a criminal history
check.

Here are some suggestions for bringing the Listening Tool home:


Remind family members to listen with their eyes, ears, and heart.



Ask your children to explain the Listening Tool tag line, “I listen with my
eyes, ears, and heart” and the hand gesture. Help your children remember
to use the tag line and gesture along with their Listening Tools.



Work with your children to name the feelings beneath what they are saying. We can say, “I see that you are angry, are you also feeling hurt?”

Please visit
www.salemkeizer.org
and click on the volunteer link at the top of
the page to learn more.

You are your children’s most important teacher. By practicing the TOOLBOX
Tools at home together, you help them become stronger and you help us create a
happier and healthier school community. Thank you!
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SCHOOL
MESSENGER
At the start of each
school year, information
from student registration
forms is input into the
student information database.
SchoolMessenger, the
system the district uses
to send out phone notification to parents, receives updated information from this database once each day.
It is very important that
parents keep their contact information current.

School District Gathers Community
Feedback on Proposed Bond
The Salem-Keizer School Board is planning a general obligation bond
measure for the May 2018 ballot. The proposed bond would address critical facility needs in nearly all schools and support buildings in our district.
In October and November, school district staff held Bond Listening &
Learning Forums at each of the district’s six comprehensive high schools.
Parents, staff and community members in all school neighborhoods were
invited to attend. The community feedback gathered at the listening forums was shared with the School Board.
The School Board is on track to finalize the bond package in January 2018.
In the new year, there will be more opportunities for parents, staff and the
community to hear about the bond measure.
Following are a few highlights of how the bond would benefit schools:

Be sure to let your
school office know if you
have a new address,
email or phone number.
The parent or guardian
marked as the primary
contact in the student
information system will
receive automated communication.
Messages will also be
sent to the student’s
home phone number
contained in the database, if different from the
primary contact phone
number.

Construct additional space to address capacity issues, relieve overcrowding and address future enrollment growth.
Make seismic upgrades at schools rated very high risk for collapse in
the event of a large earthquake.
Make safety and security improvements district-wide such as upgrading electronic badge access systems and relocating front office
spaces for better visibility and control over who enters and exits
school buildings.
Construct new Career-Technical/vocational education classrooms at all
high schools to expand programs such as engineering, science and
technology.
More information can be found on the district website at
www.salemkeizer.org/about/2018-bond-measure
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Hoop Shoot


9 December, 10:00 am—12:30 pm

Lockdown Drill


Week of 2 January
For emergency messages regarding school closures or delays, please visit http://
www.salemkeizer.org/about/emergency-school-closures-and-delays.
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